In 1818 the Institution of Civil Engineers was founded in London, and
in 1820 the eminent engineer Thomas Telford became its first
president. The institution received a Royal Charter in 1828, formally
recognising civil engineering as a profession. Its charter defined civil
engineering as:

the art of directing the great sources of power in nature for the use and
convenience of man, as the means of production and of traffic in states,
both for external and internal trade, as applied in the construction of
roads, bridges, aqueducts, canals, river navigation and docks for
internal intercourse and exchange, and in the construction of ports,
harbours, moles, breakwaters and lighthouses, and in the art of
navigation by artificial power for the purposes of commerce, and in the
construction and application of machinery, and in the drainage of cities
and towns."



