
III. Characteristics of the 18th Century 
Dawn of liberalism: freedom from restraint; age of revolutions in 
America and in France (1789); experimentation in science; 
economic concept of laissez-faire; the presence of the frontier; 
the development of rational religion known as deism; scientific 
curiosity; growth in nationalism; growth in materialism; the age 
of the gifted amateur; and belief in progressivism. 
IV. Deism and Traditional Religions (like Christianity, 
Hinduism, Judaism, or Islam) 
"My mind is my church." - Thomas Paine 
"Members of the United Deist Community hold the belief that God 
is discovered through Reason -- but the task of discovery is 
never over. We each pursue a lifelong intellectual odyssey; 
harvesting from the tree of knowledge all the wisdom that we 
can. Members are encouraged to participate in fellowship with 
other members, continuing the search for Truth together. Our 
open minds and open hearts are changing the world with love 
and deeds, as no other religion can." Excerpt from the United 
Deist Community web site. 
"We believe that God designed and created the world, and 
governs it through natural laws that can be discovered through 
reasoning, observation, and experience. We feel that God does 
not reveal himself to us through inspired or revealed texts or by 
supernatural means, but through creation itself."  Excerpt from 
the Peace Dale Christian Deist Fellowship's web site. 
 


